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ORDER-IN-ASSESSMENT

i This copy is granted free of charge for the use of the person to whom it is
issued.

2. An appeal against this order lies with the Commissioner of Customs
(Appeals), Jawaharlal Nehru Custom House, Sheva, Taluka :Uran, Dist :
Raigad, Maharashtra — 400707 under Section 128(1) of the Customs Act, 1962
within sixty days from the date of communication of this order. The appeal
should be in duplicate and should be filed in Form  CA-1 annexed to the
Customs (Appeals) Rules, 1982. The appeal should bear a Court Fee stamp of
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Rs.2.00 only and should be accompanied by this order or a copy thereof. If a
copy of this order is enclosed, it should also bear a Court Fee Stamp of Rs. 2.00
only as prescribed under Schedule 1, Item 6 of the Court Fees Act, 1870.

3. Any person desirous of appealing against this decision or order shall,
pending the appeal, make payment of 7.5% of the duty demanded where duty
or duty and penalty are in dispute, or penalty, where penalty alone is in
dispute. :

BRIEF FACTS OF THE CASE: -

M/s. Balaji Dipak Impex, (IEC No. AAWFB6234D) having address at A-3, TTC
Industrial Area, Pawing MIDC, Navi Mumbai- 400710 (herein after referred as ‘Importer’)
has filed Bill of Entry 6696811 dated 03.01.2026 for clearance of Inshell Walnuts through

their Customs Broker M/s. Access Wordwide Cargo. Details of the same are mentioned

below;
Bill of|Declared |CTH Qty |COO|Declared Total Total
Entry description|(BCD@100%, |(in unit  price[Declared Declared
SWS- 0%,|Kg) USD/Kg(CF)|Assessable Duty
IGST-5%) Value (in Rs.)
(in Rs.)
6696811 |Inshell 08023100 20000{USA |1.5 2754645/- 2754645/-
dated Walnuts
03.01.2026

2, The said Bill of Entry was allotted to FAG at JNCH for assessment. The said Bill of

Entry was filed on 2" Check basis. The importer has declared the Unit Price of the said
goods as 1.5 USD per Kg. At the time of verification of the self-assessment of the said
B/Es in view of DRI’s letter dated 19.12.2025 issued vide F. No. DRI/DZU/23/Eng-
40/2025/7298-7302, the price of the goods was on lower side as per contemporaneous
import data at JNCH. Also, the RMS instructed for checking valuation of the goods in

addition to other parameters to rule out undervaluation of goods.
Accordingly, a query was raised on 04.01.2026 with following text:-

“Please upload Inspection Certificate issued by California Walnut Board. Specify

grade of Walnuts whether super jumbo, jumbo or jumbo Large.”

.-,

3 The importer replied on 05.01.2026 as below:

“Respected sir Please asess be as per valuation letter of dri of 2.7 usd per kg, as our
goods is perisable in nature and we requires the same urgently. Hence, we are left with no

other option but to accept, however, we will pay the duty under protest, as we are not agree
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with this loading.”

4 . After implementation of self-assessment importer is responsible for filling correct
documents and follow legal provisions. As per para 12(1) of CVR, 2007 declared value of
the goods can be rejected “When the proper officer has reason to doubt the truth or
accuracy of the value declared in relation to any imported goods, he may ask the importer
of such goods to furnish further information including documents or other evidence and if,
after receiving such further information, or in the absence of a response of such importer,

the proper officer still has reasonable doubt about the truth or accuracy of the value so

declared, it shall be deemed that the transaction value of such imported goods cannot be

determined under the provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 3.

5 In view of above, the declared value of the goods is liable for rejection under rule
12 of CVR, 2007. Since declared value of the goods has been rejected, it has to be re-
determined as per CVR, 2007, relevant part of CVR, 2007 is reproduced below: -

(1)(a) Subject to the provisions of rule 3, the value of imported goods shall be the
transaction value of identical goods sold for export to India and imported at or about
the same time as the goods being valued;

Provided that such transaction value shall not be the value of the goods

provisionally assessed under section 18 of the Customs Act, 1962.

(b) In applying this rule, the transaction value of identical goods in a sale at the
same commercial level and in substantially the same quantity as the goods being

valued shall be used to determine the value of imported goods.

(c) Where no sale referred to in clause (b) of sub-rule (1), is found, the transaction
value of identical goods sold at a different commercial level or in different quantities
or both, adjusted to take account of the difference attributable to commercial level or
to the quantity or both, shall be used, provided that such adjustments shall be made on
the basis of demonstrated evidence which clearly establishes the reasonableness and
accuracy of the adjustments, whether such adjustment leads to an increase or decrease

in the value.

(2) Where the costs and charges referred to in sub-rule (2) of rule 10 of these rules
are included in the transaction value of identical goods, an adjustment shall be made,
if there are significant differences in such costs and charges between the goods being
valued and the identical goods in question arising from differences in distances and

means of transport.

3) In applying this rule, if more than one transaction value of identical goods is
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found, the lowest such value shall be used to determine the value of imported goods.

(1) Subject to the provisions of rule 3, the value of imported goods shall be the
transaction value of similar goods sold for export to India and imported at or about

the same time as the goods being valued:

Provided that such transaction value shall not be the value of the goods
provisionally assessed under Section 18 of the Customs Act, 1962.

(2) The provisions of clauses (b) and (c) of sub-rule (1), sub-rule (2) and sub-rule

(3), of rule 4 shall, mutatis mutandis, also apply in respect of similar goods.

If the value of imported goods cannot be determined under the provisions of rules 3, 4
and 5, the value shall be determined under the provisions of rule 7 or, when the value
cannot be determined under that rule, under rule 8.

Provided that at the request of the importer, and with the approval of the proper
officer, the order of application of rules 7 and 8 shall be reversed.

(1)  Subject to the provisions of rule 3, if the goods being valued or identical or
similar imported goods are sold in India, in the condition as imported at or about the
time at which the declaration for determination of value is presented, the value of
imported goods shall be based on the unit price at which the imported goods or
identical or similar imported goods are sold in the greatest aggregate quantity to
persons who are not related to the sellers in India, subject to the following deductions

(i) either the commission usually paid or agreed to be paid or the additions
usually made for profits and general expenses in connection with sales in India of
imported goods of the same class or kind;

(ii) the usual costs of transport and insurance and associated costs  incurred
within India;

(iii) the customs duties and other taxes payable in India by reason of importation
or sale of the goods.

(2) If neither the imported goods nor identical nor similar imported goods are sold
at or about the same time of importation of the goods being valued, the value of
imported goods shall, subject otherwise to the provisions of sub-rule (1), be based on
the unit price at which the imported goods or identical or similar imported goods are
sold in India, at the earliest date after importation but before the expiry of ninety days
after such importation.

(3) (a) If neither the imported goods nor identical nor similar imported goods are sold
in India in the condition as imported, then, the value shall be based on the unit price
at which the imported goods, after further processing, are sold in the greatest
aggregate quantity to persons who are not related to the seller in India.
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(b) In such determination, due allowance shall be made for the value added by
processing and the deductions provided for in items (i) to (iii) of sub-rule (1).

Subject to the provisions of rule 3, the value of imported goods shall be based on a
computed value, which shall consist of the sum of:-

(a) the cost or value of materials and fabrication or other processing employed
in producing the imported goods;

(b) an amount for profit and general expenses equal to that usually reflected in
sales of goods of the same class or kind as the goods being valued which are made by
producers in the country of exportation for export to India;

(c)the cost or value of all other expenses under sub-rule (2) of rule 10.

(1) Subject to the provisions of rule 3, where the value of imported goods cannot be
determined under the provisions of any of the preceding rules, the value shall be
determined using reasonable means consistent with the principles and general
provisions of these rules and on the basis of data available in India;

Provided that the value so determined shall not exceed the price at which such or
like goods are ordinarily sold or offered for sale for delivery at the time and place of
importation in the course of international trade, when the seller or buyer has no
interest in the business of other and price is the sole consideration for the sale or offer
for sale.

(2) No value shall be determined under the provisions of this rule on the basis of
- (i) the selling price in India of the goods produced in India;

(i1) a system which provides for the acceptance for customs purposes of the
highest of the two alternative values;

(iii) the price of the goods on the domestic market of the country of exportation;

(iv) the cost of production other than computed values which have been
determined for identical or similar goods in accordance with the provisions of rule §;

(v) the price of the goods for the export to a country other than India;
(vi) minimum customs values; or
(vii) arbitrary or fictitious values.

0. During verification of self-assessment at JNCH, the declared value in the Bill of
Entry was found significantly lower than contemporaneous import prices in ICES data,
leading to a system query. Further, the DRI investigations revealed widespread
undervaluation of US in-shell walnuts (declared USD 1.5-1.7/kg vs actual USD 2.7-
3.1/kg), along with misdeclaration of grades/sizes, resulting in revenue loss, and advised
assessment based on actual contemporary prices with proper verification through inspection
certificates or testing where required. Further, in light of the DRI, DZU’s investigation, the
National Assessment Centre(NAC) for primary products has revised the minimum import
price of In-shell Walnuts of US origin in range 2.7 USD to 3.1 USD per Kg (CIF)
depending on size as illustrated in DRI, New Delhi’s letter dated 19.12.2025. The importer
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was well aware of the valuation practice of the subject goods and requested to assess the
goods with loading of the value as per sop USD 2.7/per kg as the goods were jumbo large

size.

7 For the reasons mentioned above, the value declared by the importer appeared
liable for rejection under Rule 12 of the Customs Valuation (Determination of Value of
Imported Goods) Rules, 2007 read with Rule 3 of the Customs Valuation Rules 2007. After
raising query to the importer, the values of the subject goods need to be re-determined by
moving from Rule 4 to 9 sequentially.

8. Therefore, the value was re-determined as per Rule 5 of Customs Valuation
(Determination of Value of Imported Goods) Rules, 2007. Therefore, resorting to the value
of similar goods imported vide B/E nos. 6488329 dated 23.12.2025, 6618121 dated
30.12.2025, 6266993 dated 12.12.2025 and 6422594 dated 20.12.2025 i.e. subject to the
provisions of rule 3, the value of imported goods shall be the transaction value of similar
goods sold for export to India and imported at or about the same time as the goods being
valued. The details declared by the importers in the above-mentioned Bills of Entry are

given in the table below:

Sr. |BE No. |BE Date |Description of goods Country of|Qty. in|Declared wunit price
No. Origin Kgs. USD/Kg
1. |6488329|23.12.2025(Inshell ~ Walnuts  Chandler|US 20000 2.7998(CIF)
Jumbo/Large
2 6618121{30.12.2025|Inshell Walnuts Chandler J/L  |US 20000 2.71(CIF)
3. 6266993(12.12.2025(Inshell ~ Walnuts  Chandler|US 20000 2.70(CIF)
Jumbo Large
4. 6422594120.12.2025|Walnuts ~ Inshell ~ Chandler|US 20000 2.70(CIF)
Jumbo Large :

Therefore, in view of the contemporaneous import data and the investigation
conducted by DRI, Delhi regarding undervaluation in the import of US walnuts, the goods
covered under Bill of Entry No. 6696811 dated 03.01.2026 are required to be assessed at
USD 2.7 per kg.

9. Accordingly, I pass the following order:-
ORDER

(1) I reject the declared unit value of USD 1.5 per Kg(CIF) of the goods covered
under BE No. 6696811 dated 03.01.2026 (total declared assessable value Rs. 2754645/-)
and re-determine the same under Rule 5 of Customs Valuation (Determination of Value of
Imported Goods) Rules 2007 as under:

[ I | | [ I [ |
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Bill of En|Declare/CTH (BCD@10|Qty |C|Redetermin [Redetermined To|[Re-determi
try d 0%, SWS @0%,|(in [Oled unit|tal Assessable Valned Duty (

descrip [IGST-5%) Kg) [O|price/Kg(CF|lue (in Rs.) BCD)

tion )

(in Rs.)

6696811 [Inshell (08023100 200 [U|USD 2.7/kg |49,58,361/- 49,58,361/-
dated 03.|Walnuts 00 |S
01.2026 A

Accordingly, I order to assess the said Bill of Entry accordingly.

10. This order is issued without prejudice to any other action that may be taken in
respect of the goods in question and/or against the persons concerned or any other person, if
found involved, under the provisions of the Customs Act, 1962, and/or any other law for
the time being in force in the Republic of India.

Digitally signed by

Kilaru Mahendranadh

Date: 11-05-2026
13:00:20

(Kilaru Mahendranadh)
Asst. Commissioner of Customs
Group I/1A, JNCH, NS-I, Nhava-Sheva

To,

1. M/s. Balaji Dipak Impex, (IEC No. AAWFB6234D),
A-3, TTC Industrial Area, Pawing MIDC,
Navi Mumbai- 400710

2. M/s Access Worldwide Cargo.
Copy to:-

The Dy. Commissioner of Customs, TSK, INCH,

The Dy. Commissioner of Customs, CRAC(I), INCH,
The Dy. Commissioner of Customs, CAC, INCH,
EDI Section,

Notice Board,

Oftice Copy.
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